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PRODUCT OVERVIEW

LOAD SECUREMENT OVERVIEW
Load securement, also known as tie-down or load binding, can be a complex rigging  
application that often has strict specifications and regulations. CM offers a number of load  
securement products, including load binders, binder chain assemblies and tie-down hooks, 
that help you safely secure loads for transport as well as meet federal, state and Commerical 
Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) regulations. Our load securement products comply with the 
National Association of Chain Manufacturers (NACM) Welded Steel Chain specifications  
and the American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) specifications. They are also  
designed to meet applicable Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) rules  
for cargo securement.

LOAD BINDERS
Load Binders are typically used to take up slack and apply tension to a tie-down system. Designed primarily  
for use with graded chains, they can also be used with cable, steel strap or fiber webbing to secure loads in  
a variety of applications. Load binders are available in two general configurations: Lever-type (over the center) 
and Ratchet-type. CM load binders are rated by working load limit and are provided with the appropriate  
hooks to accept the chain size and grade consistent with the binder’s load rating. 

CLEVIS HOOK  
ASSEMBLIES 
Clevis Hook Assemblies are available in various  
lengths and grades, depending on your application.  
CM offers different dimensional binder chains as part  
of these assemblies, including short link chain, which 
provides you with easier take up and better cornering,  
or traditional pitch chain that gives you less pounds  
per foot in weight. 

EYE HOOK 
ASSEMBLIES
Similar to CM clevis hook assemblies, Eye Hook  
Assemblies prevent the loss or theft of hooks from  
the binder chain. Eye hook assemblies are offered  
with short or traditional pitch chain. 

BINDER CHAIN 
ASSEMBLIES 
Binder Chain Assemblies are most often used  
to secure loads to trucks, rail cars or truck trailers.  
They typically consist of a length of chain ranging  
from 6 to 26 feet in length with a grab hook at each  
end. The grab hook can be clevis style or eye style  
depending on your application. Standard binder  
chain assemblies are available in Grades 30, 43,  
70, 80 and 100.

Improper use or care of load binders can result  
in bodily injury or property damage.  
To avoid injury:
s  �Never exceed working load limit.
s  �Always inspect binder before use for wear, 

damage, and elongation.
s  �Do not use cheater bar or handle extension.
s  �Do not operate load binder while anyone  

is on the load.
s  �Release load on lever type binders with extreme 

care. Make sure everyone is clear of the load. 
Handle may whip suddenly.

GRADE 30 & 43  
HIGH TEST HOOKS
Grade 30 and 43 Hooks are dual rated, allowing  
the operator to use with both grades of chain.  
Grade 30 and 43 hooks are available in both clevis  
and eye types in either slip or grab styles and should  
be selected based on the type and grade of chain  
being used in the application. Available in self-colored 
or zinc-plated finishes. 

GRADE 70  
TRANSPORT HOOKS  
Transport Hooks are available in both clevis and eye 
types in either slip or grab styles. These hooks are 
rated for use with Grade 70 chain and are available  
in self-colored or yellow chromate finishes.

GRADE 80 
HEAVY-DUTY HOOKS 
Grade 80 Hooks available in both clevis and eye  
types in either slip or grab styles and are rated for  
use with Grade 80 chain. Grade 80 hooks that are 
marked “T80” should not be used for overhead lifting. 
These hooks are available in self-colored  
or orange powder-coated finishes.    

TIE-DOWN  
HOOKS   
Tie-down Hooks come in various grades, designs  
and installation types. Both clevis and eye style  
tie-down hooks are high-quality forgings made here  
in the U.S. The clevis style hook is most popular  
because of the ability to self-install with limited  
need for tools. The eye style hook is typically factory  
installed during a welding process, but is beneficial  
in that it protects against loss or theft of the hook.    

LEVER-TYPE  
LOAD BINDERS
Lever-Type, or over-the-center, Binders utilize mechanical  
advantage to reduce the manpower required to secure  
a load. When using a lever-type load binder, tension  
can be applied and released quickly. Operators should  
use caution, as the handle may whip suddenly.  
When securement is complete, the lever stores  
in line with load. 

RATCHET-TYPE 
LOAD BINDERS
Ratchet Binders utilize a screw or rotating motion to tighten  
and secure loads. Ratchet binders tighten slower but are  
easier to operate than lever-type load binders. They also  
do not require a handle to lock in place to ensure the binder  
stays tightened. Available with a variety of end fittings.
 
RIVER RATCHETS
River Ratchets operate similar to ratchet-type  
load binders, but have a substantially larger  
capacity. Typically, these ratchets are used  
to gang barges utilizing a gravity-operated,  
loose pawl design. River ratchets are  
available with a variety of attachments.

Lever-Type Load Binder 

Ratchet-Type Load Binder

River Ratchet
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